STAT

Y

\
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100610004-2

ARTICLE AFZARED
ON PAGE .li&ﬁ-)

CHICAGO TRIBUNE
10 October 1985

Covert action and democracy

By Willam V. Kennedy

, of course, are not much given to
ything from Americans—or at least not
toacmwledcingmch-—ooﬁwyhavemmnam
made their own mess.

absorbed in our own embarrassment, frustration

"We may not have many more opportunities to
observe the matter with such detachment. :
Reagan administration is working hard to e

the U.S. military’s “special operations” ca ty
andtbenﬁuurymvicu.uilthdrwmt,m
falling over themselves to, translate that into elabo-
rate rival and duplicative force structures. Never

One “‘someone” with some ideas along those lines
is E. Howard Hunt, who, since his release from
prison for his part in the Watergate ‘“‘plumbers”’
operations, has become a novelist and a public
advocateofdolngmdnSovietauthey-dommin

the murky world of su y covert warfare.
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8. He and several other Watergate figures inc
cerated him _emerged from the covert action
branch of 1 entre MICY. P

no group of governmental emplo history
managed to do so much damage to national honor
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i y operation, in concept
andm-uctumfromthesm't,mustbelistedtlw
undermining of the nearest thing Iran ever has had
to a moderate government, in 1953; the implication

+ William . V. Kennedy is a free-lance journalist
specializing in military affairs. He -is co-author of
“The Intelligence War” [Salamander, London,
1983). . . .

of the United States in the murder of Congo leader
Patrice Lumumba; and the overthrow of
?;:temala’s legitimate, albeit leftist, government in

By the 1970s, the dabbling of the CIA covert action
stafl 1n drugs, prostitution and co-intrigues with the
Mafia finally provoked a congressional ingui v,
followed by 8 drastic reduction of the covert action
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what all this should have told us long since is that
there is no such thing as a half-war. Democracies
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People who are contemptuous of U.S. and interna-
tional law will require little prompting to extend that
attitude to domestic politics.

The notion that there is an easy way to get around
either open military action or a frank
acknowledgment that we lack the power to control
or.influence events has led us into a long series of
failures ‘and humiliations.

The same sort of illusion misled the French into
believing they could circumvent the military and
political problems created by their nuclear testing
program by sneaking a couple of frogmen into
Auckland harbor.

At bottom, covert action reflects a distrust of the
body politic. It is based on a belief that the public is
either not/ capable of understanding the importance
ofwhatigatstake,orthatifitknewthemeamma
beln&taken it would disapprove. Both attitudes are
antidemocratic. - '

Military covert action is an act of war. In the
democratic context it can be conducted without
jeopardy to democratic institutions themselves only
when an acknowledged state of war exists. It is
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